Molecules of the title compound, C 15 H 17 NO 2 S, which was synthesized from methanesulfonyl chloride and dibenzylamine, are packed in antiparallel arrays along the c axis, with the methyl group of one molecule dovetailed between the two phenyl rings of the next molecule. Along any such array, the sulfonyl O atoms protrude alternately up and down. 
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
The title compound (I) was prepared by an established method (Stretter et al., 1969 ) from dibenzylamine and methanesulfonyl chloride. The last-named compound was prepared unintentionally from methyl sulfide, sulfuryl chloride and acetic acid (Youn and Herrmann, 1986) , but with an excess of sulfuryl chloride (1:4:2). With the normal ratio of reactants (1:3:2), methanesulfinyl chloride is the main product. No observation of this kind was reported by the original authors, and indeed, oxidation of disulfides or sulfinyl moeities to sulfonyl moeities generally needs the use of peroxyacids or hydroperoxides.
The molecular structure of (I) (Fig. 1 ) exhibits no unusual bond lengths or bond angles. The crystal packing of (I) (Fig. 2) shows antiparallel arrays along the c axis, with the S-methyl group occupying the space between the two benzene rings of the next molecule. Along each of these arrays, the oxygen atoms point alternately up and down, and there appears to be some stacking of benzene rings between molecules, along the a and b axes. There is no evidence of hydrogen bonding, but there are weak C14-H14···O1, C7-H7···O2 and C8-H8···N1 interactions (Table 1) .
Experimental
Methanesulfonyl chloride was prepared by the method of Youn and Herrmann, but using an excess of sulfuryl chloride ) 3088, 3062, 3009, 1496, 1446, 1438, 1382, 1318, 1265, 1207, 1132, 1091, 1056 Refinement H atoms were located on a difference Fourier map, positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model, with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2 (1.5 for CH 3 ) times U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of (I), with atom labels and 50% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms. 
